Near Kargil when going from <<
Alchi in Ladakh



PEEP PEEP
DON'T
SLEEP

“You may not be superstitious, but believe in traffic signs.’

These are not my words, but those of a road sign
on the way to Kargil from Leh in the Indian Himalayan
region of Ladakh. You may as well agree with these
because, as another one will tell you, ‘Road Signs, They
are the Signs of Life.” Driving on Indian highways can
actually be a matter of life and death if one is not care-
ful. After all, wouldn't you rather be ‘Mr. Late’ than ‘Late
Mr." asks another one near Abbot Mount in the state of
Uttarakhand.

Road Signs all over the world usually come up to
ensure safe and smooth journeys for all travellers. It is no
different on Indian highways. In their enthusiasm for pub-
lic good, the state departments responsible for these
seem to have gone many steps ahead. Someone told
them about laughter being the best medicine, and they
promptly put up amusing signs like 'Peep Peep Don't
Sleep.' Puzzles and quizzes help keep the mind sharp, and
they came up with brain twisters like 'Cution. Short cut
may cut shorts.' To tease your imagination and keep you
excited, they have a message 'l am Curveceous, Be Slow.'



Near Leh, on the way back from <<
Nubra Valley in Ladakh
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Extending a helping hand to Alcoholics
Anonymous, they will tell you "Whisky is Risky, Rum is
Bomb." In the interest of harmonious family ties, their
advice goes, 'lf you are married divorce your speed.
And just because you may be on roads at altitudes
where aircrafts fly, you are reminded you are behind the
wheel of a car with a SOS message of 'lt is not a Runway,
It is just a Hillway.' They have to play Big Daddy too with
words of wisdom like 'Know Aids, No Aids' and 'When
you are good to others, you are best to yourself.

While many government entities may be compet-
ing (unofficially of course) to come up with the most
witty, funny, strange, nonsensical and 'educative’ mes-
sages, walking away with the honours are the Border
Roads Organisation responsible for construction and
maintenance of all roads in regions bordering countries
like Pakistan, China, 'Tibet,' Nepal and Bhutan. When |
travel with friends on these roads, we joke about who
comes up with these signs. Do they have a secret gov-
ernment manual? Are these conjured up by the officers
themselves over their evening quota of rum? Or out-
sourced to their housewives and girlfriends to help them
overcome the boredom of being in remote locations or
not being with them at all when they are posted in non-
family stations?

Proud as they are of their efforts, they have erect-
ed signs patting themselves on the back. 'Sky is the limit,
We take you there' and 'BRO's Blood Group is Zeal and
Enthusiasm' are just some of the compliments you will
get to read as you drive around.

Not that the private sector is too far behind.
Storefronts, restaurants and hotels keep you entertained
in good measure too. Advertisements amuse and will
tickle your curiosity no end. All in all, keep your eyes
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roving, periscopic style, and you might find these signs as
entertaining as the trip itself.

'If you want happiness for a lifetime, learn to love
what you do.' The BRO seem to be loving the creative
part of the job of building roads. And keeping travellers
entertained even when they are bumping over rocky
and pot-holed roads clearly looks a part of their job
description. Who knows, these signs might even qualify
for outdoor advertising awards some day.

The journey has started; 'Smile Please." If you enjoy
it, then let the whole world know by blowing your
'Horn Please.



